
Manager and Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer RaeLynn 
Butler said the office works 
to protect and preserve MCN 
culture and history, and the 
office is doing its best to look 
after MCN cultural interests 
in the Southeast.

“We strongly oppose this 
bill,” Butler said. “This could 
mean really bad news for 
Indian Country, especially 
Southeast tribes that con-
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The Muscogee (Creek) Nation National Council passed a resolution approving a $65.68 million loan to address the reported 
financial deficit at the MCN Health Department during a March 21 extraordinary session at the Mound Building in Okmulgee, Okla. 

$65.8 million loan approved to address 
reported Health deficit 
Principal chief, Council 
discuss department 
budget issue, strategy

Jessica McBride
Media Coordinator

OKMULGEE, Okla. — A 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation 
National Council extraordi-
nary session was held March 
21 at the Mound Building in 
Okmulgee to address the re-
ported budget deficit at the 
MCN Department of Health. 

The Council considered 
TR 16-045 substitute legisla-
tion, authorizing the Nation 
to obtain a loan management 
account from the Bank of 
America-Merrill Lynch in the 
amount of $65,680,000 to be 
used toward restoring funds 

for MCNDH operations and 
re-align the department to 
operate more efficiently.

The resolution passed 14-
1, with Rep. James Jennings 
voting against it.

The ‘Muscogee Nation 
News’ contacted Jennings 
March 22 for a comment and 
did not receive a response as 
of press time.

At the session, Jennings 
said the Council did not have 
all of the information in or-
der to make decisions previ-
ously.

“I appreciate what you’re 
doing working, trying to get 
this situation solved. You in-
herited this. This is not some-
thing that’s come through 
your administration,” he 

said. “But, since I’ve been on 
the Council, I served on the 
HEW (Health, Education and 
Welfare) committee every 
year. And I just feel like that 
we’ve been left in the dark 
here.”

Other comments made 
during the meeting indicated 
responsibility on the previous 
administration. The ‘MNN’ 
reached out to former MCN 
Principal Chief George Tiger 
for comment and he voiced 
intention to touch base on the 
issue March 28 after gather-
ing information. 

The ‘MNN’ also reached 
out to former MCN Secretary 
of Health Seneca Smith and 

Deficit -  4

Proposed law would remove requirement to notify 
MCN

Jessica McBride
Media Coordinator

OKMULGEE, Okla. — A 
proposed Georgia state law 
would amend the Georgia 
Environmental Policy Act, 
regarding construction and 
improvement of public roads.

Senate Bill 346 would 

change reporting require-
ments for construction on 
culturally pertinent and his-
toric sites, potentially allow-
ing construction on histor-
ic, pre-Removal Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation land without 
notifying the Nation.

MCN Cultural Preserva-
tion Department Interim 

Bill would change construction-reporting requirements on cultural properties
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Health deficit, Tulsa 
dam and OKC museum 
updates, national election

Gary Fife
Radio Specialist

OKMULGEE, Okla. — 
In local issues, Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation Principal 
Chief James Floyd and the 
National Council are deal-
ing with a huge funding def-
icit with the MCN Depart-
ment of Health. 

Reports indicate Floyd 
inherited this situation and 
he is now working on some 
plans to meet this fiscal 
challenge.

According to financial 
documents, MCN had pur-
chased costly facilities that 

Emvpanayv: One who tells the story

aren’t producing the needed 
revenues. Council represen-
tatives said in a recent meet-
ing that they hadn’t been 
supplied with timely or ac-
curate information about 
these ventures by the pre-
vious administration and 
MCNDH Governing Board.  

A new draft plan of action 
indicates major changes in 
MCNDH operations and 
personnel could be on the 
horizon.

In national news, it looks 
like Native Americans aren’t 
particularly high on agendas 
of the current crop of presi-
dential candidates. Without 
taking sides, here’s some of 

Emvpanayv -  5

Bill allowing community 
to pursue federal grant 
passes

Sterling Cosper
MNN Editor

OKMULGEE, Okla. — A 
regular session of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation Na-
tional Council was held 
March 17 at the Mound 
Building in Okmulgee. 

The Council addressed the 
following legislation, the in-
terpretation of which is at-
tributed to language in the 
bills:

• TR 16-023 confirming 

Council approves legislation to 
implement VAWA at MCN

the nomination of Robert 
Hawkins Jr. to serve as chief 
of the Lighthorse admin-
istration. Reps. Mark Ran-
dolph, Dode Barnett, Rufus 
Scott and Thomas Yahola 
sponsored the resolution, 
which was postponed indefi-
nitely 11-4 with Reps. Joyce 
Deere, Adam Jones, Barnett 
and Yahola voting against the 
motion.  

Tribal law requires legis-
lative confirmation for this 
position and MCN Princi-
pal Chief James Floyd nom-

Council -  7

Legislation would create 
new citizenship cards to 
serve as passports

Jessica McBride
Media Coordinator

OKMULGEE, Okla. — The 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation 
Citizenship Office discussed 
three pieces of legislation 
March 7 during the MCN Na-
tional Council Health, Educa-

tion and Welfare Committee. 
The full Council addressed 
the legislation at a regular ses-
sion March 19 at the Mound 
Building in Okmulgee.

Passport cards

TR 16-026 would approve 
a memorandum of under-
standing between MCN and 

Council’s HEW Committee passes legislation regarding Citizenship Office

MNN File Photo_Stock art
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Mvskoke 
Media staff are 
switching email 

addresses. Please 
see our updated 
information on 

page two. 
Mvto
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Freedmen group seek federal 
recognition as independent tribe

MCIFB website

President explains 
group background, 
mission
Sterling Cosper
MNN Editor

OKMULGEE, Okla. — 
President of the Muscogee 
(Creek) Indian Freedmen 
Band Ron Graham said MC-
IFB sent their first letter re-
questing federal recognition 
as an independent tribal na-
tion in 2012.

“We have submitted over 
8,000 documents to Wash-
ington, D.C., the Department 
of Interior, the BIA, the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs,” Gra-
ham said. “So we’re looking 
forward to see what they’re 
doing and how they’re going 
to go about doing the pro-
cess.” 

Graham said MCIFB is 
an organization seeking to 
represent descendants of 
African-American slaves for-
merly on the rolls of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation who 
lost citizenship status shortly 
after the MCN government 
was reorganized in 1979, fol-
lowing a national Indian self-
determination movement. 

“In 1979 when they 
changed the Constitution but 
that was the start actually 
because it was in 1981 when 
they established the citizen-
ship roll,” Graham said.  

Article III, Section 2 of the 
MCN Constitution in part 
states, ‘Persons eligible for 
citizenship in the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation shall consist 
of Muscogee (Creek) Indians 
by blood whose names appear 
on the final rolls as provided 

by the Act of April 26, 1906 
(34 Stat. 137), and persons 
who are lineal descendants of 
those…’

“It states that you have to 
have a listed blood quantum 
to become a citizen of the 
Creek Nation,” Graham said. 
“That was one part and the 
other part is that you have to 
be listed on the Dawes Com-
mission Roll and the Freed-
men are. But what separates 
us is that we don’t have a 
listed blood quantum on our 
card.”

He said the commission 
was undiscerning on which 
roll they chose for citizens. 

“Some were placed on the 
blood roll and some were 
placed on the Freedmen Roll, 
even though they had the 
same mother and father,” he 
said. 

Before this, Graham said 
the Treaty of 1866 made be-
tween MCN and the U.S. 
government following the 
Civil War, enrolled former 
slaves of tribal citizens as citi-
zens themselves. 

“I start with the treaty of 
1866 and the Dawes Com-
mission, which started in 
1898,” he said. “There is a fine 
area between 1866 and 1898 
where everyone in the Creek 
Nation were full members.”

According to a previous 
‘Muscogee Nation News’ 
interview, Graham sought 
Muscogee (Creek) citizenship 
status through a 2005 MCN 
District Court case and won 
but it was dismissed by the 
MCN Supreme Court after an 
appeal was filed by the MCN 
Citizenship Board. 

“Some of us have tried that 

avenue, myself personally,” 
he said. “And we don’t want 
to get into the same thing the 
Cherokee Nation, this day are 
going through.”

Graham said the other 
Five Civilized Tribes have 
Freedmen and similar trea-
ties from 1866 and while the 
Seminole Nation has retained 
their Freedmen citizens, oth-
ers like MCN and the Chero-
kee Nation have passed tribal 
laws that removed them.

According to the National 
Museum of the American In-
dian website, ‘Some descen-
dants of the Cherokee freed-
men have filed a lawsuit to 
regain tribal citizenship. They 
claim the 2007 amendment 
to the Cherokee tribal con-
stitution ignores history and 
violates the treaty of 1866.’

“For the most part, since 
the Cherokee Nation suit is 
still in Washington, D.C., 
they cannot back away from 
it,” Graham said. “The ones 
I’ve talked to, I’m not speak-
ing for everyone but the ones 
I’ve talked to are waiting on 
this Cherokee Nation deci-
sion that’s been out for about 
two years.”

Graham reiterated that this 
is not the case with MCIFB.

“We decided to do this, go 
this route trying to get our 
tribe because we don’t want 
the problems that exist with 
other tribes and we don’t 
want the problem once we get 
in, are they going to kick us 
out again,” he said. 

Graham clarified that he 
could only speak for MCIFB. 

“I’m just talking for the 
people who are members 
of our association,” he said. 
“Now I can’t speak for all 
Creek Freedmen descen-
dants.”

If they receive recogni-
tion, Graham said the group 
would be a democracy and 
seek to provide services. 

“We would take a vote on 
how we would want things 
ran,” he said. “We would start 
from ground zero and build 
it up such as housing, health 
care, education.” 

He addressed the potential 
of competing for resources 
with other tribes. 

 “Well we just want what’s 
ours period,” Graham said. 
“We want our pot and what’s 
in the pot and that’s it. No 
more. No less.” 

Graham acknowledged the 
sovereignty of other tribes 
that could be affected by his 
mission and said federal in-
volvement is a moral matter. 

“We totally, 100 percent 
believe in sovereignty but 
we believe once you cross 
over someone else’s injustice, 
someone else should step in 
and see what is going on,” he 
said. 

MCN National Council 
Rep. Darrell Proctor, who is 
chairman of the Land, Natu-
ral Resources and Cultural 
Preservation Committee, 
said he would have to know 
more about the matter be-
fore commenting on their 
quest for federal recognition 
and LNC member Rep. Del 
Beaver shared a similar senti-
ment. 

While waiting on recogni-
tion, Graham said his focus is 
on providing education about 
the Creek Freedmen through 
avenues such as his Feb. 18 
presentation at the College of 
the Muscogee Nation in Ok-
mulgee. 

“I teach about the land that 
was given to us, 160 acres, 
Graham said. “Each citizen, 
new born, minor, if you were 
full blood, if you were freed-
men, you received 160 acres 
so that’s what I try to instill 
and to teach about the Freed-
men.” 

He said the Freedmen were 
active in the tribe. 

“They were judges. They 
were attorneys. They were 
tribal legislators. They were 
in the House of Kings, House 
of Warriors,” Graham said. 
“They were doctors, teachers. 
They were Lighthorse Police 
and of course, they were loyal 
citizens.” 

Graham said a common 
question he receives is about 
the potential for genetic test-
ing to help his cause. 

“People ask me all the time 
about my DNA. It has noth-
ing to do with DNA,” he said. 
“It has everything to do with 
documentation.” 

For more informa-
tion about MCIFB visit: 
www.1866creekfreedmen.
com.

Listen to ‘Mvskoke Radio’ 
coverage: http://tinyurl.com/
zysycqn.

View ‘Native News Today’ 
coverage: http://tinyurl.com/
zhjnsbp.

Don Diehl/Non-Citizen 

SAPULPA, Okla. — The 
Yuchi camps of Creek Coun-
ty were also considered part 
of the Creek Nation. It is 
not clear what the attitudes 
of their leaders were toward 
the conflict. Interestingly, 
African American slaves 
and Freedmen also joined 
the exodus in hope of relo-
cating in the north.

Local Indians had few 
choices and neutrality 
was not one of them. Most 
joined the Confederacy. 
Those remaining loyal to 
the Union sought refuge in 
Kansas, hideouts or less im-
pacted areas along the Texas 
border.

It was on Tuesday, Nov. 19, 
1861 when the Civil War of-
ficially began in Oklahoma. 
Opothleyahola’s column of 
nearly 1,700 men had been 
on the lookout for pursuing 
Confederates. They, along 
with women and children 
were traveling in wagons, 
on horseback and by foot 
carrying as many of their 
possessions as possible.

They were being pursued 
by Col. Douglas H. Cooper, 
whose Confederate com-
mand of approximately 
1,300 troops consisted of 
Texas cavalry, Choctaw and 
Chickasaw mounted rifle-
men, a Creek regiment and 
Seminole warriors.

Cooper, a former Indian 
agent, had orders to, "take 
measures to secure the pro-
tection of these tribes in 
their present country from 
the agrarian rapacity of the 
North."

Confrontation began 
when Confederate outriders 
were surprised by Opoth-
leyahola's scouts north of the 
Red Fork. The Confederates 
executed a fighting retreat 
and awaited reinforcements. 
The two sides battled before 
darkness. A prairie fire re-
portedly set by Opothleya-
hola's men concluded the 
initial engagement, accord-
ing to accounts.

To be continued...
See part 1 in the March 15 

edition for source material 
and information about the 
author. 

The Civil War ripped 
Creek Nation: part 2
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Bill proposed to provide insurance for autism therapies

Muscogee (Creek) 
family supports 
legislation
Jessica McBride
Media Coordinator

OKMULGEE, Okla. — On 
a typical day, a Muscogee 
(Creek) family of three young 
boys play outside with their 
dog. The oldest enjoys foot-
ball, the youngest has a fasci-
nation with dinosaurs. 

The four-year-old middle 
child loves trains. He was di-
agnosed with autism in No-
vember 2015.

Their mother, a Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation employee 
who wished to remain anony-
mous for privacy reasons, has 
been searching for any type of 
service or therapy that might 
be available to her son since 
his diagnosis.

Between the ages of two and 
three, his parents began to 
notice that his language skills 
had stopped developing and 
other developmental delays.

They were referred to the 
University of Oklahoma 
Health Science Center’s Child 
Studies Center and were rec-
ommended to pursue applied 
behavior analysis (ABA) ther-
apy.

According to www.au-
tismspeaks.org, ABA focuses 
on reinforcing desired prin-
ciples to bring about positive 
behavior changes. The tech-
niques can be used in struc-
tured classroom settings as 
well as everyday settings in 
the home.

Most of the therapy is one-
on-one between the therapist 
and client, and features a cus-
tomized curriculum based 
upon the client’s needs.

Some clients are referred 
for intensive ABA programs 
that involve 25-40 hour a 
week therapy sessions for sev-
eral years.

However, the family hit a 
barrier in receiving the rec-
ommended treatment.

“Because Oklahoma as a 
state does not have a bill that 
requires insurance companies 
to cover the evidence-based 
applied behavioral analy-
sis therapy, then our insur-
ance does not cover that,” the 
mother said.

She went through two 
months of dialogue with the 
insurance company, gather-
ing documents. 

The situation was referred 
for a medical peer review, 
where the services were final-
ly denied.

The family had a consul-
tation for the ABA therapy 
to see what type of services 

 American Psychological Association website

they could provide for their 
son. The price tag given was 
around $8,000 per month.

“And so it was obviously not 
an option to private pay out of 
our pocket,” the mother said. 
“And so, that’s where families 
are stuck in that if insurance 
isn’t going to come in and as-
sist, then parents are just, any 
middle class family, even up-
per middle class would have a 
difficult time budgeting that.”

Autism and its effects

The advocacy group Autism 
Speaks defines autism, or au-
tism spectrum disorder as a 
complex brain development 
disorder.

“It’s a very challenging dis-
ability. Children with autism, 
they often have delays in 
communication. That’s kind 
of one of those core areas that 
you see,” OU Health Science 
Center Associate Professor 
and Oklahoma Autism Cen-
ter Director Dr. Bonnie Mc-
Bride said.

She expanded on the chal-
lenges.

“And they have these so-
cial delays, social communi-
cation delays… all of these 
things that are all really core 
building block skills that you 
need for learning other things 
later in life, they’re not learn-
ing because they’re not pay-
ing attention to those things 
often in their environment 
and they’re not understand-
ing they’re important things 
to pay attention to,” McBride 
said.

McBride is also a board cer-
tified behavior analyst and 
has worked with autism spec-
trum disorders for over 25 
years.

She explained that toddlers 
with autism commonly do 
not learn from their social en-
vironment like a child that is 
typical in development such 
as understanding facial ex-
pressions, exploring, playing 
and communicating.

She said children with au-
tism are disadvantaged be-
cause the disorder causes 
them to fall further behind 
children of the same age.

“Kids with autism often 
have a lot of challenging be-
haviors, behaviors that adults 
find challenging because they 
may be disruptive. They may 
in some instances, they may 
harm themselves or others,” 
McBride said. “And a lot of 
that stems from frustration 
about not being able to com-
municate, get your needs met 
and get people to understand 
what it is you want.”

She said families often suf-
fer and are isolated because 

public outings become very 
difficult.

“You have this child that 
looks very typical. You can’t 
look at a child with autism 
and say, ‘That child has au-
tism,’ but yet they behave very 
differently than other chil-
dren,” McBride said. 

She explained how this af-
fects the handing of behav-
ioral issues.

“So a lot of times parents 
will take their children out 
in public and people will say, 
‘Well, why don’t you control 
your child better? You need 
to discipline them.’ 

“They don’t understand 
that disciplining them in a 
traditional way is not going to 
work. They don’t understand 
that all you’re doing is just 
often times making it worse 
because it’s just upsetting the 
child more,” McBride said.

She said some parents quit 
their jobs to take care of their 
children because childcare 
centers are sometimes un-
able to handle children with 
autism.

Support for change

Ashley Dawson’s son was 
diagnosed with autism three 
years ago. He is now six-
years-old.

Dawson is an Autism Okla-
homa administrative leader 
and facilitates parent sup-
port groups. She is also on the 
PieceWalk fundraising com-
mittee.

Autism Oklahoma is a 
grassroots support network 
that provides support groups 
for parents of those on the au-
tism spectrum as well as these 
individuals themselves.

The PieceWalk is an Okla-
homa group that offers sup-
port and facilitates an aware-
ness day in May.

Since the family’s health in-
surance did not cover ABA 
therapy, they sought speech 
and occupational therapy for 
their son. 

Dawson said it initially 
helped, but they stopped see-
ing results after a year.

“My husband and I decided 
at that point that ABA had to 
happen,” Dawson said. “We 
didn’t know how we were go-
ing to do it, but we knew we 
had to do it.”

Their son had a college fund 
provided by his grandparent 
that the entire family decided 
to utilize to cover costs.

Therapists recommended 
that Dawson’s son attend 
therapy for 40 hours per week 
to target underlying issues. 
She decided on a plan for 
15 hours per week based on 
what they could afford.

Soon after ABA therapy 
started, Dawson began to 
see results with her son. He 
utilized an iPad with an ap-
plication to help communi-
cate his wants and needs with 
the hope that the application 
would eventually help him 
speak.

“To see that huge of a posi-
tive change in your child in 
just a short period of time, we 
knew we had to keep it go-
ing,” she said.

Dawson discontinued ther-
apy Jan. 31 after 18 months, 
and drained the $40,000 col-
lege fund.

“The only reason that we 
stopped is because the mon-
ey’s just not there to do that 
anymore, but if it was man-
dated with health insurance, 
we could still get that up 
to maybe $35,000 a year… 
that would definitely cover 
enough to keep my child 
from regressing into those 
behaviors that they worked so 
hard, and we worked so hard 
at home to get out of,” Daw-
son said.

Since 2001, 43 states, Wash-
ington, D.C., and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands have enacted 
some form of autism insur-
ance reform laws.

Oklahoma is one of seven 
states where health insurance 
companies are not required to 
cover some form of therapy 
for autism spectrum disor-
ders.

Oklahoma State Rep. Jason 
Nelson said the state legisla-
ture looked at bills proposed 
to deal with the issue in 2008. 
He said it was a partisan and 
expensive effort.

“And there was not really a 
willingness by some propo-
nents to look at, ‘How do we 
help control the cost as it re-
lates to insurance,’ ” Nelson 
said. “And there was a huge 
lack of information back then 
for instance. Back then, Okla-
homa would’ve been one of 
the very first states to have 
made this type of reform.”

Nelson said Oklahoma can 
take advantage of looking at 
other states to mold legisla-
tion after.

Nelson thought it was time 
again to take a look at autism 
insurance reform for proven 
therapies.

“Autism is one disorder that 
really doesn’t have a home. If 
your child has ADHD (At-
tention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder), then that is cov-
ered by health insurance,” he 
said. “There are a lot of other 
similar disorders that are cov-
ered by insurance, but autism 
simply does not have a home. 
It’s not really considered a de-
velopmental disability.”

Nelson said that autism is 
not really considered a pure-
ly educational or health is-
sue. He said this belief leaves 
families without access to ser-
vices for their children, which 
prohibits them from leading a 
productive adult life.

Nelson introduced HB 
2962, that passed through the 
House Insurance Committee 
Feb. 29, with a vote of 6-4.

“I would caution to pre-
pare for the long haul. I don’t 
know that we get it all the way 
through this year. I hope we 
do,” he said. “…If we don’t 
get the bill through this year, 

then of course we’ll continue 
to work to educate members 
and come back next year and 
the year after that until we 
have sufficiently answered 
their questions and done 
what we can to control costs 
and maintain some level of 
benefit.”

Nelson said that this pro-
posal is different from the one 
in 2008 because it is walking a 
fine bipartisan line in provid-
ing services for families while 
also being sensitive to the ris-
ing costs of health insurance.

He expects that many 
changes will be made to the 
legislation before it is passed.

A combination of health 
and education services

At the Oklahoma Autism 
Center, McBride said they are 
working with Sooner Start, a 
state intervention program 
for young children with de-
velopmental disabilities, to 
provide ABA techniques for 
one hour a week to toddlers 
in community childcare cen-
ters and mother’s day out pro-
grams.

As far as the proposed leg-
islation is concerned, she said 
anything would be helpful at 
this point.

“It’s not going to help all of 
the families by any means, but 
is a really, really positive start 
because right now private in-
surance companies who pro-
vide the very services that 
they’re asking for be provided 
in our state, they provide it for 
other families in other states,” 
McBride said. “I mean, the 
very same insurance compa-
nies.”

She said the legislation im-
pacts families with private in-
surance, but that there is still 
a need in the public service 
sector.

“We could have a really big 
impact on their future as well 
by investing in support for 
schools to be able to improve 
educational programs for 
kids with autism,” McBride 
said. “Again, that takes both 
having teachers… But we also 
need professional develop-
ment for teachers who are al-
ready teaching.”

McBride suggested that the 
issues surrounding autism 
should be addressed through 
both the educational and 
medical disciplines.

“It’s not helpful to try to say 
it’s one or the other. I think it’s 
both and we’ve really ignored 
both for a long time in our 
state and it’s time we pay at-
tention to it,” she said.

Dawson believes that ignor-
ing evidence-based knowl-
edge is crippling children 
with autism and leading to 
problems down the road.

“If you get these children 
the early intervention that 
they need before they are so 
set in some of these ways, the 
kids they become so routine 
oriented,” she said.

Dawson explained how this 
inhibits development.

“It’s so routine based if you 
don’t kind of interrupt that 
now when they’re young and 
still kind of teachable level, 
it just becomes that much 
harder later and that’s when 
they become unemployable, 
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and that’s when they become 
adults that don’t ever leave 
home and don’t ever get to get 
a higher education past high 
school or even lower than 
that,” she said.

Dawson said there is also 
a need for job training and 
housing facilities for adults 
with autism.

The Muscogee (Creek) fam-
ily is utilizing the 30 minutes 
per week of speech therapy 
that their insurance covers.

They pay an extra $40 per 
week to increase the session 
to an hour.

The mother said she justi-
fies the extra expense because 
of the distance they have to 
travel to receive the therapy 
in Broken Arrow.

“HB 2962 would allow him 
to get the intense services 
that he needs,” she said. “So 
it would be life changing for 
him, meaning that today, 
he’s not able to do what most 
four-year-olds can do. But 
with a year of ABA, he could 
be close to right on target for 
his development, which is go-
ing to impact the rest of his 
life. So, it means everything 
for this to be passed.”

She hopes that one day her 
son can receive ABA therapy 

to help him engage more with 
his entire family and have 
friendships and relationships.

Another thought also 
crossed her mind.

“I’ve read several articles 
where other parents have re-
located because other states 
are offering this to families,” 
the mother said. “So it does 
cross my mind, ‘Should I live 
here or should I not?’

“Of course I want to live 
here because this is where my 
people are from… but it does 
leave me wondering, ‘What if 
I was somewhere else?’ ”

According to the Oklahoma 
State Legislature website, HB 
2962 passed in the House 
March 9 by a 76-20 vote. 

For more information 
about the bill, visit: http://ti-
nyurl.com/je6r7nd.

For more information 
about the Oklahoma Autism 
Center, visit: www.autismcen-
terok.org.

For more information 
about Autism Oklahoma, vis-
it: www.autismoklahoma.org.

The 2016 PieceWalk and 
5K will be held May 7 at the 
Chickasaw Bricktown Ball-
park in Oklahoma City. For 
more information visit: www.
piecewalk.org.

Deficit
Continued from page 1

did not receive a response as 
of press time. 

The legislation states that 
purchases at the end of 2013 
such as the George Nigh 
Rehabilitation Center, now 
known as MCN Rehabilita-
tion Center and the Okmul-
gee Memorial Hospital, now 
known as MCN Medical 
Center caused MCNDH to 
operate at a deficit since their 
purchase.

The legislation states 
MCNDH ended fiscal year 
2015 with a $29 million defi-
cit, and is projected to contin-
ue operating in a deficit this 
year and in the future con-
sidering current operational 
practices and planned expan-
sions.

The legislation states the 
Council was made aware of 
the deficit by the executive 
branch Feb. 18. During a 
March 15 committee meet-
ing, the MCNDH Governing 
Board stated they were previ-
ously unaware of the deficit. 

Rep. Randall Hicks said 
during the March 21 Coun-
cil meeting that people need 
to be held accountable if the 
legislation was approved.

“I know we all preached 
accountability… and to me, 
somebody’s got to be held 
responsible for this. I mean, 
I have a hard time accept-
ing that the governing board 
was not aware of this deficit,” 
Hicks said.

The legislation states that 
FY 2015 quarterly reports do 
not indicate a deficit.

MCN Attorney General 
Kevin Dellinger provided a 
written statement regarding 
involvement in the matter by 

his office.  
‘The Muscogee (Creek) 

Nation Office of the Attor-
ney General will continue 
to monitor and assess the 
MCNDH Budget Deficit. At 
this time, we do not have any 
further comments.’

MCN Principal Chief 
James Floyd said in a written 
statement that his office is re-
viewing options with patients 
in mind.

‘We are now starting the 
process of making decisions 
with an outside Health source 
to help lead quality/access/
cost-saving initiatives. Right 
now our goal is to ensure the 
quality health care with our 
health system.’

Citizens with comments 
and solutions for the re-align-
ment of the MCN health sys-
tem are encouraged to call: 
918-756-4333 ext. 271, email: 
healthbudget@creekhealth.
org or send a letter to: MCN 
Department of Health, Attn: 
John Beaver, Chief Legislative 
Officer, P.O. Box 400, Okmul-
gee, OK 74447.

‘MNN’ will continue to fol-
low the story and will provide 
in depth coverage of the situ-
ation in a later edition.

‘MNN’ requested a copy 
of the 2015 and 2016 Com-
prehensive Annual Budget, a 
copy of MCNDH 2015 end of 
year financials and quarterly 
reports since the end of the 
year on March 7 and has not 
received the documents as of 
press time.

‘MNN’ requested a copy of 
the audit that reportedly led 
to the MCNDH deficit dis-
covery March 22 and did not 
receive it as of press time.

Autism
Continued from page 3

Native bullying victim rates above national average

Advocate discusses 
strategies for parents
Jessica McBride
Media Coordinator

OKMULGEE, Okla. — 
“I’m a little boy with glasses, 
the one they call the geek. A 
little girl who never smiles 
because I have braces on my 
teeth. And I know how it 
feels to cry myself to sleep,” 
are the lyrics to ‘Don’t Laugh 
At Me’ released in 1998 by 
artist Mark Wills.

According to the Na-
tive Health News Alliance, 
the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion found in 2013 that 21.4 
percent of Native American 
youth reported being bul-
lied at school at least once in 
the past year. 

The CDC reported the na-
tional average for the same 
time period was 19.6 per-
cent.

The same study found 
that 18 percent of Native 
American youth reported 
electronic bullying during 
a 12-month period. The na-
tional average for electronic 
bullying of youth was 14.8 
percent.

Kirk Smalley, an advocate 
with Stand for the Silent, has 
made it his mission to stop 
bullying.

“We actually know of over 
55,000 kids that have taken 
their own lives due to bul-
lying in the last seven years 
here in America alone,” 
he said. “And if you do the 
math, that actually equates 
to almost one an hour.”

Smalley lost his 11-year-
old son Ty to suicide in 2010 
in Perkins after he was bul-
lied at school for two years. 

“Our baby has been gone 
for 2,063 days now, and we 
miss him every second of 
every single day,” Smalley 
said.

Smalley believes part of 
the bullying problem began 
when the younger genera-
tions became desensitized 
to violence through media.

He referred to ‘South Park,’ 
an adult cartoon that airs on 
Comedy Central, where a 
child named Kenny meets 
death every episode only to 
return to life the next show.

“What’s that teaching our 
kids? He’s back tomorrow. 
That’s teaching our children 
that death is not real, that 
you get to come back tomor-
row,” Smalley said. “But you 
know what? My wife and I 
can attest to you that death 
is real and they don’t come 
back tomorrow.”

Where did my child 
learn to bully?

“We’re not born to hate. 
Hatred is something that’s 
learned. We learn it from 
the people around us and it 
can be unlearned,” Smalley 
said.

Smalley said that most 
bullies are mimicking be-
havior they have seen else-
where.

“They see bullying on TV. 
They see it in politics. They 
see it in our sporting events. 

They see it in the workplace,” 
he said. “It surrounds them 
everywhere they look.”

In an example, Smalley re-
ferred to attitudes and be-
haviors that he found himself 
guilty of.

“My choice of words wasn’t 
always child appropriate… 
I had road rage a lot,” Smal-
ley said. “I spent a lot of time 
driving to and from work and 
somebody would pull out in 
front of me and I would just, 
I’d invent new words, just 
light them up.”

He realized that his son was 
watching this behavior.

Smalley said that he does 
not think parents intend to 
pass bullying behavior on to 
their children.

Why does bullying seem 
more prevalent than back in 

the day?

“In my day, if I was being 
bullied, it happened physi-
cally. It was upfront, face-to-
face, in person,” Smalley said. 
“We would go out behind the 
gym and settle it maybe… 
they didn’t have the option 
to at midnight on Saturday 
night post something online 
that went viral, that could 
be seen all over the world 
by hundreds of thousands of 
people.”

In today’s time, Smalley 
said that bullying not only 
occurs at school, but has also 
transferred to the technology 
arena where battles can be 
fought 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, with or without 
the victim.

He said technology has 
created the ability to, “ruin 
someone’s life at the click of a 
button” by posting an altered 
photo or defamatory state-
ment to the Internet for the 
world to see.

Smalley said the common 
parenting mistake is to re-
move their child from so-
cial media platforms, or take 
away smartphone privileges.

“That’s not an answer be-
cause that’s still out there,” he 
said. “The other kids, the bul-
lies, the ones that are cyber 
bullying are still able to do 
that to this child now and that 
kid, the victim of it doesn’t 
have a clue what’s going on.”

One application, or app 
called After School, allows 
youth to make anonymous 
posts.

“It’s just basically an app 
that they get on and slam 
people and just hurt each oth-
er and hurt others as much as 
they can,” Smalley said.

He suggested parents look 
into parental controls such 
as TeenSafe to monitor their 
child’s smartphone habits.

Smalley said that the real 
answer to the bullying issue 
is to teach the bully about the 
impact of their words and ac-
tions.

Where do I start the 
conversation?

“A lot of it is, we have lost 
the ability to communicate 
with our children too. Most 
people sit and eat dinner 
around a television set. We 
don’t sit at the dinner table 

and have a meaningful con-
versation,” Smalley said.

During one of his trips, 
Smalley said he encountered 
a family of five at dinner. 

He watched as they all 
amused themselves with 
their smartphones instead 
of conversing and enjoying 
each other’s company.

Smalley said parents pre-
sume they are accomplish-
ing their parental duties by 
simply asking, ‘How was 
school?’

“That’s not communicat-
ing. Those kids say that, ‘my 
day was OK,’ or ‘it was fine,’ 
because they think that’s 
what you want to hear,” he 
said. “We have to start learn-
ing to ask them real ques-
tions.”

What do I say?

In speaking with school 
counselors during his advo-
cacy tours, he met individu-
als who could recount vivid 
bullying images from their 
childhood that still affect 
them today.

“That shows that bully-
ing is a life changing event,” 
Smalley said.

He said that as he was 
dealing with the bullying of 
his son, the school would 
say that bullying was part of 
a normal childhood.

Earlier in his life, Smalley 
said he would have agreed 
that children should tough-
en up and not let words get 
to them. 

Now, he acknowledges 
that words can have a tre-
mendous impact on an in-
dividual.

When it comes to tak-
ing action against bullying, 
Smalley suggested parents 
urge their children to speak 
out against bullying.

“You can be the bully, you 
can be the victim or you can 
be a bystander,” he said. “And 
what we have to do is we 
have to get those bystand-
ers involved and standing 
up and helping stop this be-
cause there’s more bystand-
ers than there are victims or 
bullies.”

Smalley said it only takes 
one bystander to stand up 
against bullying behavior to 
empower others to do the 
same.

He also believes children 
should learn to respect each 
individual and to remind 
others that everyone is 
somebody.

“We don’t have to like each 
other,” Smalley said. “We 
don’t have to like everything 
about each other but we 
have to at least allow people 
to be who they are.”

National No Name Call-
ing Week is Jan. 18-22.

For more information 
about talking to children 
about bullying, visit: www.
stopbullying.gov.

For more information 
about Stand for the Silent, 
visit: www.standforthesi-
lent.org.

To speak with someone 
about bullying, call Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation Be-
havioral Health Services at: 
918-224-9307.
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Graduate profiles 
due May 13

MNN/Media Release

OKMULGEE, Okla. — 
The ‘Muscogee Nation 
News’ will be featuring 
2016 Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation high school, mili-
tary, technical school and 
college graduates in the 
upcoming June 1 edition of 
the ‘MNN.’ Graduate sub-
missions should include 
full name of graduate, 
school, university or tech-
nical institution, parents, 
ceremonial ground and/or 
church, tribal town, clan 
and any awards/accom-

plishments (150 total word 
limit).

Profiles will be edited 
for Associated Press style, 
structure, grammar, spell-
ing, length and punctua-
tion. A recent digital photo 
should also be included 
with graduates’ informa-
tion, which must be type-
written and submitted via 
email no later than Friday, 
May 13 by 5 p.m.  

Submissions should be 
sent to ‘MNN’ Editor Ster-
ling Cosper at: scosper@
mvskokemedia.com. For 
more information, please 
call: 918-732-7697.

Late submissions will 
not be accepted.

Coming and Going with Joy Harjo
Joy Harjo-Sapulpa
Muscogee (Creek) citizen

TULSA, Okla. — I don’t 
believe we have ever seen 
such a proliferation of presi-
dential debates, nor such an 
outrageous slate of candi-
dates representing one party 
in particular. One presiden-
tial candidate, whose name I 
won’t repeat because to repeat 
it gives him power, leaves a 
hate wake behind him with 
nearly every speech he makes. 

All this makes me wonder 
about the qualifications for 
being a leader. What makes a 
leader has always been pretty 
much universal, but given the 
current state of U.S. political 
affairs, it appears that being a 
bully, hateful and obnoxious 
have replaced the standard 
leadership characteristics 
that include fairness, wisdom 
and the ability to listen.

There are few legal qualifi-
cations for running for presi-
dent of the United States. 

You must be a natural born 
citizen, 35 years-of-age and 
a U.S. resident for at least 14 
years. The unspoken qualifi-
cation for running is the abil-
ity to garner enough financial 
and political support. 

When you consider the re-
sponsibilities of the presiden-
tial role, which is essentially 
running all internal and ex-
ternal affairs for a world pow-
er, then the lack of qualifica-
tions required is nothing less 
than astounding. 

What makes for an honor-
able and wise leader includes 
these character traits: 

Humility/Eyasketv: We 
help each other. No one is 
above anyone else. 

Integrity/Fvtcetv: We take 
responsibility. 

Community 
/Emetvl’hvmke: Comunity 

gain is above personal benefit. 
Responsibility/Emenhonrvke 
Tayat: To be loyal and reliable 
in all things. 

Wisdom/Hoporrenkv: To 
listen and pay attention to 
the wise ones. To continue 
to keep your ears open more 
than your mouth.

Compassion/Vnoketkv: A 
great tenderness for living be-

ings and the living being-ness 
within all life.

These traits hold true for 
our own Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation, principal chief can-
didates. The qualifications 
are also fairly minimal. Each 
candidate must be at least a 
one-quarter blood enrolled 
citizen, 30 years-of-age, re-
side within the MCN bound-
aries, be a registered voter for 
at least six months and carry 
no felony convictions. 

(Up until 1973, the U.S. 
president appointed our prin-
cipal chiefs. You can imagine 
how that skewed qualifica-
tions.)  

Candidates running for of-
fice in our Nation should be 
knowledgeable in tribal his-
tory, government (including 
the governments that a chief 
and contemporary tribal gov-
ernment must deal with such 
as the workings of area mu-
nicipalities, the state of Okla-
homa and federal govern-

ment) and be at least familiar 
with our traditional/cultural 
knowledge and arts.

Why not test each candi-
date for this knowledge? We 
may even want to consider 
a change in how we conduct 
our elections for principal 
chief or even National Coun-
cil representatives.  

In the traditional way, 
those who know things watch 
for qualities of leadership in 
those coming up. Leaders 
often reveal themselves early 
in childhood. Others emerge 
later from the school of hard 
knocks. 

Leaders are chosen. They 
do not assert themselves into 
these positions. And why not 
turn to a more traditional 
manner of assigning lead-
ership? Why not allow the 
community, those who know, 
to put forth candidates based 
on their leadership traits, 
their commitment to serve 
the people and their knowl-
edge and abilities? 

I don’t know as much as 
many others about these 
things, but I do know this: 
talking politics or religion 
can sure get you into trouble.

Have a good one. 

what we could find from 
taking a quick look at those 
who are left in the race.

Bernie Sanders added a 
Native advisor, Nicole Wil-
lis. He has also hit the sub-
ject of Indian health fund-
ing. Sanders recently visited 
the Navajo reservation in 
Arizona. There are a lot of 
Navajo and they represent 
a large voting block. He 
has visited Indian Country 
in the Northwest and Iowa 
where he had warm recep-
tions. 

The reception was not so 
warm, however, in Min-
neapolis, where American 
Indian Movement leader, 
Clyde Bellecourt insisted 
that Sanders answer a ques-
tion on enforcement of trea-
ty rights.

Sanders answered, “The 
Native American people 
have gotten a terrible deal 
from the federal govern-
ment. I will do everything I 
can to redress that, absolute-
ly.” Sanders was a co-spon-
sor of the Violence Against 
Women Act (VAWA).

Hillary Clinton has had 
Red Lake Minnesota Ojibwe 
citizen Holly Cook Macarro 
and Navajo Nation citizen 
Charles Galbraith as advi-
sors. Her website includes 
a spot where Natives can, 
‘host an event.’ It does show 
concerns for health, the gov-
ernment-to-government re-
lationship and a number of 
specific topics high on Na-
tive agendas. She also men-
tions support for VAWA.

The only thing on Ted 
Cruz that I managed to run 
across was a FAKE news 
story that said Cruz blamed 
the flooding in Texas on Na-
tive American rain dances. 
Natives, he said, were mad 
at the way their issues had 
been treated in Texas. Re-
member: FAKE—not real, 
made up.

Donald Trump has had 
nothing positive to report. 
Older news story topics in-
clude attacks on the racial 
make-up and casino compe-

tition from the Pequots and 
competition from the Akwe-
sasne Mohawks. Haven’t seen 
anything on the plus side 
or much lately at all. Whose 
casino went bankrupt and 
whose didn’t?

The author of the popular 
Harry Potter books has riled 
up Native folks with her lat-
est work, ‘Magic in North 
America.’ Native critics claim 
J.K. Rowling kind of lumps 
Native, “witches and wizards” 
together, borrowing from 
several tribes’ traditions. ‘One 
size fits all,’ does not work 
here Ms. Rowling.

OK, ready for the next 
round of the ‘Museum That 
Would Not Die?’  

According to local news re-
ports, the American Indian 
Cultural Center and Museum 
(AICCM) might be com-
pleted through a recently an-
nounced deal with Oklahoma 
City, the Chickasaw Nation 
and the state of Oklahoma.  

In mid-March, the latest ac-
cord would have Oklahoma 
City finish construction and 
maintain the place, if the city 
gets the surrounding land for 
its own use, whatever that 
may be. If the city and state 
can’t work out a partnership 
with the Chickasaws, the 
agreement is off. That tribe 
offered to ante up a yet-to-be-
determined amount to help 
get the thing finished.

Remember, this whole mess 
started as a state project. Ac-
cording a AICCM website 
timeline, ‘In September 1994, 
the creation of the Native 
American Cultural & Educa-
tional Authority, (NACEA) 
a State agency, by legislation 
Title 74, Section 1226. The 
State appointed the NACEA 
Board of Directors and the 
design and planning team 
was selected.’

OK now, is everything as 
clear as mud?

Speaking of mud, local 
news agencies report that the 
Vision Tulsa backers hoped 
MCN would fund an endow-
ment to cover maintenance 
costs for two low-water Ar-
kansas River dams proposed 
in the measure. They listed 
MCN as stakeholders in the 
package, citing the River 

Spirit Casino expansion and 
RiverWalk business devel-
opment along the river. 

They hope to foster ap-
proval from Tulsa and Jenks 
voters for the April 5 ballot 
measure. Proposition No. 3, 
sales tax for economic de-
velopment, partially reads, 
‘The tax is intended to pro-
vide for a list of projects 
agreed upon by city officials 
that includes two low-water 
dams in Arkansas River cor-
ridor development.’

Not so, said Chief Floyd’s 
office. Maybe later.

The new plan is to elimi-
nate one dam from the mea-
sure, which was planned for 
the south Tulsa area. 

Now, for something on the 
lighter side.

Have you been enjoying 
the wild onion dinners? It 
was a busy season of church-
es and Native civic groups 
with tafvmpuce dinners as 
fundraisers. It works for me.

It seems like it doesn’t 
matter how early I showed 
up to pick up a couple of 
meals, ‘poof,’ there was al-
ways a line appearing ahead 
of me. (Maybe J.K. Rowl-
ing did it?) I worried about 
the sponsors running out of 
wild onions. 

A special treat this year 
was getting wild onions 
without having to wait in a 
long line. Our staff shared 
a lunch at our office and we 
had wild onions as one of 
the dishes, courtesy of our 
own skillet wizard, Jamie 
Roland (See some thoughts 
from Rolland regarding this 
tradition on page 12) and 
Wilma Murphy provided 
chicken. Thank you, dears, 
Mvto Cukpe Hvmken!

On top of that, my Ojibwe 
wife, Ramona, decided to 
learn to cook them at home. 
She’s more used to cook-
ing wild rice called ‘Mahn-
omen,’ but her first attempt 
with wild onions turned out 
pretty good. I guess I’ll have 
to find her a big ol’ cast-iron 
skillet and build a fire in the 
backyard. Kind of nice, not 
having to wait in line for 
tafvmpuce. I could get used 
to that (I hope!) Hvtvm ceh-
ecares—I’ll see you again.

Emvpanayv
 Continued from page 1

“Leaders are chosen. They do not assert themselves 
in these positions.” 

—  Muscogee (Creek) citizen Joy Harjo
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sult in the state of Georgia.”
Butler explained that this 

legislation refers to different 
projects than those that are 
federally funded.

“Tribes come into play 
when it’s a federally funded 
project and in this referring 
to state funded transporta-
tion projects but from my un-
derstanding, the Georgia De-
partment of Transportation 
has recently received a lot 
of state funding to carry out 
their transportation projects,” 
she said.

Butler said due to a bill that 
passed last year, the majority 
of transportation projects in 
Georgia are state funded in-
stead of federally funded.

“So what that means is the 
regulations and kind of pro-
tection that sacred sites or 
cultural resources, environ-
mental studies, those kind 
of get overlooked because 
that federal funding isn’t in-
volved,” she said.

For state funded projects, 
Georgia follows the state 
Environmental Policy Act, 
which requires environmen-
tal or cultural resource assess-
ment to be conducted.

“But what this bill does is in 
saying that any project that’s 
under $100 million no lon-
ger has to follow that state re-
quirement,” Butler said.

She said that this bill would 
leave MCN out of the equa-
tion and not allow the Nation 
to comment on or be made 
aware of projects that could 
intersect with tribal towns, 
burial grounds, sacred places 
or other culturally relevant 
sites. MCN has historic inter-
est in the entire state of Geor-
gia. Many sites are undocu-
mented or unknown.

“Sometimes we do get noti-
fied about that. It’s called an 
inadvertent discovery that 
happens. No one anticipated 
it happening, but it happens 
and then the tribes are noti-
fied on how to proceed,” But-
ler said.

She said the Georgia De-
partment of Transportation 
currently sends MCN notifi-
cation for state funded proj-
ects. 

“Generally speaking, Geor-
gia Department of Transpor-
tation has been a great federal 
partner along with the Feder-
al Highways Administration. 
So, this bill kind of comes as 
a surprise to us,” Butler said.

In a written statement dated 
March 8, SB 346 sponsor Sen. 
Brandon Beach said that the 
bill does not remove the cov-
erage of historic and burial 
sites.

‘Because of the commit-
ment and foresight from the 
General Assembly, Georgia 
has the ability to invest in 
transportation infrastructure 
improvements and repairs 
across the state. Under exist-
ing law, as a part of the ap-
proval process, each project 
is required to comply with 
six state environmental stan-
dards. 

‘One of these required stan-
dards is defined in the Geor-
gia Abandoned Cemetery 
and Burial Grounds Act. This 
covers historical sites used for 
burial or cemetery purposes.’

Beach also said the bill 
would save taxpayer money.

‘SB 346 allows the Georgia 
Department of Transpor-
tation the ability to forego 
an Environmental Effects 
Report, which consumes 
tax payer dollars and takes 
months to compile and ap-
prove, if and only if the project 
that has passed the standards 
of the six environmental 
studies currently required by 
law. This potential exemption 
would only apply to projects 
using state funds that cost less 
than $100 million. The use of 
a federal dollar requires fol-
lowing federal environmental 
regulations.’

Butler estimated that CPD 
reviewed over 2,000 projects 
from 12 states in the last year.

MCN is consulted on fed-
eral projects through the 
full states of Alabama, Geor-
gia and portions of Florida, 
North Carolina, South Caro-
lina, Tennessee, Mississippi, 
Arkansas, Texas, Kansas and 
Oklahoma.

“The majority of our proj-
ects come from Alabama and 
Georgia,” Butler said.

She estimated the depart-
ment reviewed 70 trans-
portation projects with the 
Alabama Department of 
Transportation last year. She 
estimated the combined num-
ber of transportation projects 
for Alabama and Georgia to 
be at 200.

Butler said legally, projects 
that are funded with federal 
money, federal grants or re-
quire a federal permit and 
will cause ground disturbance 
require notification be pro-
vided to the tribes who were 
historically in the area.

“I think that we all should 
be aware of things that hap-
pen at Hickory (Ceremonial) 
Ground and we want to make 
sure that nothing like that 
ever happens again,” she said. 
“I think that what’s impor-
tant that we kind of come as 
a unified front in saying that 
our voice would no longer be 
heard to protect.

“We would no longer have 
the right to protect our cul-
tural resources or environ-
mental resources if this law 
passes in Georgia.”

Georgia is the home to the 
federally protected Etowah 
Indian Mounds, and Ocmul-
gee National Monument, 
which has a 1,000-year-old 
earth lodge.

“We have such precious 
cultural resources that are 
non-renewable. Once they’re 
destroyed or once they’re 
disturbed, they can’t be re-
placed,” Butler said. “So if 
this bill does pass, basically it 
takes away our right to pro-
tect them.”

The ‘Muscogee Nation 
News’ reached out to MCN 
Principal Chief James Floyd, 
MCN National Council Land, 
Natural Resources and Cul-
tural Preservation Commit-
tee Chairperson Darrell Proc-
tor and Georgia State Senator 
and legislation sponsor Jeff 
Mullis and did not receive 
statements by press time.

As of March 22, a substitute 
version of the bill passed the 
Georgia House of Represen-
tatives. To track legislation 
signed by Georgia Gov. Na-
than Deal visit: http://tinyurl.
com/hmu66tv.

Cultural
 Continued from page 1

the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security Cus-
toms and Border Protection 
Agency, which regulates the 
entrance of people into the 
U.S.

The legislation states that 
the federal agency would 
like to include enhanced 
tribal identification cards on 
its list of documents citizens 
can use to gain entrance to 
the U.S.

MCN Citizenship Office 
Director Nathan Wilson 
said the new identification 
card would act as a passport 
through the western hemi-
sphere, similar to a U.S. 
passport card, and not a full 
passport.

The new card could be 
utilized by other MCN pro-
grams and departments, 
and would also be compli-
ant with the REAL ID Act.

“Right now Oklahoma is 
kind of in limbo with the 
REAL ID Act… Our card 
right now is able to be used, 
but with them being in lim-
bo, it could affect that card 
later on in the future,” Wil-
son said. “If we do move to 
this, then we’ll be one step in 
front of Oklahoma with this 
new card.”

According to the U.S. De-
partment of Homeland Se-
curity website the REAL ID 
Act, ‘enacted the 9/11 Com-
mission’s recommendation 
that the Federal Govern-
ment, “set standards for the 
issuance of sources of iden-
tification, such as driver's 
licenses.” ’ 

The Act established mini-
mum security standards for 
state-issued driver’s licenses 
and identification cards and 
prohibits federal agencies 
from accepting for official 
purposes licenses and iden-
tification cards from states 
that do not meet these stan-
dards.

‘States have made consid-
erable progress in meeting 
this key recommendation of 
the 9/11 Commission and 
every state has a more se-
cure driver’s license today 
than before the passage of 
the Act.’

The application for the 
new MCN citizenship card 
will require an in-person in-
terview, and be an option for 
citizens as a secondary citi-
zenship identification card 
for tribal services.

Wilson said the new card 
will not be mandatory ini-
tially, but that they would 
like to work with the Coun-
cil and executive branch to 
make it mandatory.

“We want to but I think 
looking at trying to make 
that happen, just for in-
stance our card that we have 
currently that we started in 
2013, we don’t even have 
half of the citizens that even 
switched over to that new 
card yet,” he said.

If the legislation is ap-
proved, Wilson said MCN 
will be the first tribe in 
Oklahoma to offer a citizen-
ship card that is also a pass-
port card.

He also said it would help 
save the Nation money.

“This is just going to ben-
efit the tribe,” Wilson said. “I 
think it will save us money 
in the long run because we 
provide services to these citi-
zens and we remove people 
on a monthly basis and some 
of these people might still be 
getting money and they’re re-
moved.”

MCN Citizenship Board 
Chairman Nelson Harjo said 
that approving the passport 
card legislation could be the 
first step to a full passport.

“We get something of this 
nature in place then maybe 
one day should that open up 
for us, then we could apply 
to have our card, Creek Na-
tion’s card, your tribal mem-
bership card, it’ll be just a 
regular passport that will take 
you throughout the world,” he 
said.

The legislation passed with 
a vote of 4-0 during the HEW 
committee session. 

The resolution passed with 
a vote of 15-0 during the 
Council regular session.

In a 2010 ‘New York Times’ 
article, the Iroquois national 
lacrosse team was denied en-
try to the United Kingdom 
using their tribal passports 
for the world lacrosse cham-
pionship.

British officials stated that 
they would not accept the 
tribal documents because of 
security concerns. They asked 
the U.S. to vouch for the tribal 
passports, which the U.S. re-
fused to do.

Special appropriation

NCA 16-040 would approve 
an $89,195 special appropria-
tion to the Citizenship Office 
to fund two new positions for 
the remainder of fiscal year 
2016.

Wilson said it goes hand-
in-hand with the other bills 
because the funding would 
pay salaries for an additional 
information technology po-
sition and a marketing posi-
tion.

“With us having two differ-
ent offices now, so it’s kind of 
putting that along with a new 
card, it’s going to be a lot,” he 
said.

The IT position would help 
establish a firewall and secure 
system to comply with stan-
dards for issuing passport 
cards.

The other employee would 
be to market and sell the new 
database.

“The current database that 
we have now, we have two 
tribes that are interested in… 
So we’re wanting to start mar-
keting and try to sell this da-
tabase so we can supplement 
some of our budget without 
coming to Council and ask-
ing for that,” Wilson said.

He said they have applied 
for a grant to assist in the ex-
penses of the database and 
costs associated with issuing 
passport cards.

Wilson said if they receive 
the grant, they can only uti-
lize three percent of those 
funds for salaries. 

The majority of the funds 
must go towards things such 
as equipment.

He said that the market-
ing employee will also help 
market their Jenks office as 
well as this service.

Wilson said the office ex-
pects to meet the grant ap-
plication deadline in April. 
He said they will know if 
they are to receive grant 
funds in summer 2016, and 
then receive the funds by the 
end of the year.

The legislation passed 3-1 
at the HEW committee ses-
sion, with Rep. James Jen-
nings voting against it. 

The appropriation was 
postponed indefinitely at 
the March 17 Council regu-
lar session. 

During the session, the 
bill's sponsor Rep. Dode 
Barnett asked Wilson if his 
office could do without the 
appropriation citing MCN 
financial issues and encour-
aged him to use their plan 
to sell the database to cover 
this expense.  

Wilson agreed to continue 
without additional funding.

Verifying death records

TR 16-034 would approve 
an agreement with the U.S. 
Department of Commerce 
National Technical Infor-
mation Service.

The agreement would al-
low the MCN Citizenship 
Office access to the current 
and updated Social Secu-
rity Death Index, and allow 
them to remove deceased  
Muscogee (Creek) citizens 
from the database.

“We do work through the 
Social Services Office for 
burial assistance and get it 
through that way, but a lot 
of our people they live out 
of state and stuff like that so 
this is a way to update our 
record to make sure that 
we have a good and active 
count when it comes to de-
ceased people,” Wilson said.

He said that they will 
share the information with 
the MCN Election Board.

“We do send a list to the 
Election Board every time 
we relinquish or remove and 
stuff like that,” Wilson said. 
“So, we do communicate 
with them and send the list 
out to them.”

The legislation passed 4-0 
at the HEW committee ses-
sion, and passed with a vote 
of 15-0 at the Council regu-
lar session.

Citizens can listen to the 
archived audio of commit-
tee meetings by going to the 
National Council website at: 
www.mcnnc.com.

To listen to the HEW 
Committee meeting from 
March 7, visit: www.mcnnc.
com/index.php/archived-
committee-meetings, and 
select play under the file 
name 030716_hew.

Full copies of the legisla-
tion can be viewed by going 
to the Council’s website, se-
lecting ‘Download Agenda’ 
in the menu and selecting 
the agenda on which the 
legislation was discussed. 

Download the pdf file to 
the computer and open the 
file using Adobe Acrobat 
Reader.

For more information 
regarding proposed leg-
islation, call the National 
Council at: 918-758-1410.

Citizenship
Continued from page 1



KÔLVPÂKENPAGE 7 MUSCOGEE NATION NEWS

inated Hawkins for approval 
to serve as the chief of police 
for the Lighthorse Tribal Po-
lice Department.

NCA 16-039 aimed at de-
creasing the educational 
requirements for the posi-
tion was postponed for one 
month during the March 10 
Business, Finance and Justice 
Committee meeting. 

The ‘Muscogee Nation 
News’ spoke with Randolph 
who made the motion to 
postpone and he said he did 
not believe in tailoring the 
legal requirements for a posi-
tion to a particular person but 
that he was pleased with the 
ideas Hawkins had for the job 
and his outlook on it. 

Hawkins was recomis-
sioned as LTPD chief March 
19 in accordance with Article 
5, Section 2 (c) of the MCN 
Constitution, which states, 
‘The Principal Chief shall 
have the power to fill vacan-
cies by granting commissions 
which shall expire at the be-
ginning of the next National 
Council meeting.’

• TR 16-026 Authorizing the 
execution of a memorandum 
of agreement regarding an en-
hanced tribal card program. 
Reps. Johnnie Greene and Bar-
nett sponsored the resolution, 
which passed 15-0. 

Starting on page one, see 
more information under: 
‘Council’s HEW Committee 
passes legislation regarding 
Citizenship Office.’

• TR 16-027 Authorizing the 
principal chief to execute an 
installation and implementa-
tion agreement between MCN 
and Dell for the MCN Depart-
ment of Health. Barnett spon-
sored the resolution, which 
passed 15-0.

The bill authorizes 
MCNDH to get a service the 
department needs from Dell. 

• TR 16-028 Authorizing 
the principal chief to execute 
a memorandum of agreement 
with Muskogee County for 
improvements to Wainwright 
Road. Randolph sponsored 
the resolution, which passed 
15-0.

The proposed project in-
volves the creation of paved 
shoulders and new asphalt 
for the road. MCN will pay 
all reasonable and agreed 
upon costs of the estimated 
$4,077,745.75 for the proj-
ect out of the tribe’s Federal 
Highway Administration 
Funding. MCN will provide 
preconstruction work, award 
contracts as well as monitor 
and inspect the work with 
Muskogee County assuming 
responsibility for mainte-
nance and repair afterwards. 

• TR 16-029 Authorizing 
the principal chief to execute 
a separate memorandum of 
understanding with six Okla-
homa counties for the main-
tenance of roadways/bridges 
and associated rights-of-way 
constructed or improved by 
the MCN Tribal Transporta-
tion Program. Rep. Del Bea-
ver sponsored the resolution, 
which passed 15-0.

TTP has federal funds 
available to cover infrastruc-
ture projects in these counties 
and the counties will cover 

maintenance and repair after 
the projects are done. 

• TR 16-030 Authorizing the 
principal chief to execute a 
separate memorandum of un-
derstanding with four Oklaho-
ma cities for the maintenance 
of roadways/bridges and asso-
ciated rights of way construct-
ed or improved by MCN TTP. 
Rep. Del Beaver sponsored the 
resolution, which passed 15-0.

TTP has federal funds avail-
able to cover infrastructure 
projects in these cities and the 
cities will cover maintenance 
and repair after the projects 
are done.

• TR 16-031 Confirming 
the nomination of Christo-
pher Azbell to serve as secre-
tary of MCN Interior Affairs. 
Reps. Del Beaver and David 
Hill sponsored the resolution, 
which passed 13-2 with Reps. 
James Jennings and Greene 
voting against it. 

Tribal law requires legisla-
tive confirmation for this po-
sition and Floyd nominated 
Azbell for approval. 

The term will end with 
Floyd’s concurrent term. Jen-
nings and Greene declined to 
comment on their votes. 

View Azbell’s submitted bi-
ography on page eight.

• TR 16-032 Approving the 
MCN long-range transporta-
tion plan with the addition of 
routes identified in the long-
range transportation plan. 
Randolph sponsored the reso-
lution, which passed 14-1 with 
Yahola voting against it. 

New routes have been iden-
tified to add to MCN’s Bureau 
of Indian Affairs program in-
ventory through MCN TTP. 

• TR 16-033 Authorizing 
the principal chief to execute 
a memorandum of agreement 
between MCN and Okfuskee 
County Health Department 
for the purpose of storing vac-
cines. Barnett sponsored the 
resolution, which passed 15-0.

In the event of a power out-
age, emergency or disaster 
that affects the medical facili-
ties, MCNDH and Okfuskee 
County wish to coordinate 
resources to provide the best 
storage for their vaccines. 

• TR 16-034 Authorizing 
the execution of an agreement 
with the U.S. Department of 
Commerce National Techni-
cal Information Service for 
the MCN Citizenship Depart-
ment. Barnett sponsored the 
resolution, which passed 15-0. 

Starting on page one, see 
more information under: 
‘Council’s HEW Committee 
passes legislation regarding 
Citizenship Office.’

• TR 16-035 Authorizing the 
principal chief to execute a 
temporary operating permit 
with Jake’s Fireworks Inc. on 
behalf of the Glenpool Creek 
Indian Community. Rep. 
Mitch Jack sponsored the reso-
lution, which passed 15-0.

The company is offering 
GCIC $2,500 to lease the 
property for 18 days. 

• TR 16-036 Confirming 
the nomination of Paula Wil-
lits to serve on the Gaming 
Operations Authority Board. 
Jennings sponsored the reso-
lution, which passed 11-4 with 
Randolph, Barnett, Scott and 

Jack voting against it. 
Tribal law requires Council 

approval for this position. 
• TR 16-037 Authorizing 

the principal chief to submit a 
grant application to the Chil-
dren and Families Adminis-
tration for Native Americans, 
Sustainable Employment and 
Economic Development Strat-
egies, for funds to assist Mor-
ris Creek Indian Community 
with economic development. 
Rep. Del Beaver sponsored the 
resolution, which passed 15-0.

The community would like 
to use the grant to create a 
farmer’s market on 30 acres 
they have ready for develop-
ment. 

The one year budgeted 
amount for the project is 
$150,000 and 20 percent of 
this must be matched for a to-
tal of $30,000 by the recipient 
to be eligible.

If Morris community re-
ceives the grant, the Council 
will commit to match funds 
and the community expects 
in-kind contributions to pos-
sibly decrease the amount 
needed. Discussion at the 
meeting indicated this is the 
first time an MCN chartered 
community applied for an 
economic development grant. 
The legislation states MCN 
will administer the grant if it 
is awarded. 

MCN Attorney General 
Kevin Dellinger expressed 
concerns during the meet-
ing about the infrastructure 
available to manage the grant 
but said his office is working 
on a flow chart to fulfill this 
need in the future.   

• TR 16-038 Authorizing the 
principal chief to execute an 
education agreement between 
the MCNDH and Oklahoma 
State University for the pur-
pose of receiving HAZWOPER 
training. Barnett sponsored 
the resolution, which passed 
15-0.

This training also known as 
Hazardous Waste Operations 
and Emergency Response, 
is necessary for MCNDH to 
fulfill Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration 
requirements. 

• TR 16-039 Authorizing the 
principal chief to execute a 
memorandum of understand-
ing with Okmulgee County 
and the City of Okmulgee 
for the maintenance of road-
ways/bridges and associated 
rights-of-way constructed or 
improved by MCN TTP. Ran-
dolph sponsored the resolu-
tion, which passed 15-0.

TTP has federal funds 
available to cover infrastruc-
ture projects in this area and 
the governments benefiting 
from these services will cover 
maintenance and repair after 
the projects are done.

• TR 16-040 Authorizing the 
principal chief to execute a 
validation of procedure with 
the Federal Highway Admin-
istration in collaboration with 
Mississippi State entities and 
other certain tribal nations for 
the implementation of Section 
106 consultation protocols 
for transportation projects in 
Mississippi. Randolph spon-
sored the resolution, which 
passed 15-0.

These state entities wish to 
help FHA in complying with 
requirements pertaining to 
Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act, 
which requires federal agen-
cies to consider the impact 
of their projects on historic 
properties and those parties 
with an interest in these prop-
erties, allowing them time to 
comment on the projects. 

• TR 16-041 Supporting a 
partnership with the City of 
Okmulgee for the Oklahoma 
Department of Transportation 
safe routes to school grant. 
Randolph sponsored the reso-
lution, which passed 15-0.

Okmulgee has prepared an 
application for the grant and 
plans to use it for improving 
pedestrian connections to 
Okmulgee High School and 
Okmulgee Primary School 
along Okmulgee Avenue. 

This is an 80/20 matching 
grant. ODOT would provide 
$870,645 with MCN TTP 
matching $174,129 out of its 
federal road funds if the grant 
is awarded. 

• TR 16-042 Authorizing 
GOAB to execute a 401K plan 
and all of its ancillary docu-
ments with Bank of Oklahoma 
Financial, National Associa-
tion. Rep. Robert Hufft spon-
sored the resolution, which 
passed 15-0. 

GOAB wishes to continue 
providing retirement benefits 
for MCN gaming employees 
and needs Council approval 
to use this plan since it in-
cludes federal law provisions 
and the term is over a year.

• TR 16-043 Calling on the 
National Indian Gaming As-
sociation to adopt a policy 
against conducting commer-
cial gaming on lands that are 
declared sacred by an Indian 
tribe or Native Nation that his-
torically occupied those lands. 
Hill originally sponsored the 
resolution, which passed 15-0 
and the remaining Council 
were added as cosponsors.

The primary objective of 
NIGA, a voluntary organiza-
tion, is to promote, protect 
and preserve the general wel-
fare and interest of Indian 
gaming tribes through the de-
velopment of sound policies 
and practices with respect to 
the conduct of gaming activi-
ties in Indian Country. 

MCN believes it is neces-
sary for NIGA to develop 
policy against gaming on sa-
cred lands. 

MCN has an ongoing dis-
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pute with the Poarch Band of 
Creek Indians, which is based 
in Alabama due to PBCI 
gaming development on orig-
inal Muscogee (Creek) sacred 
grounds. MCN claims to have 
supported PBCI in gaining 
federal recognition with the 
understanding they would 
protect such lands. 

• NCA 16-030 Authorizing 
the expenditure of $216,566 
awarded from the U.S. Depart-
ment of House and Urban De-
velopment for the tribal HUD 
Veterans Affairs supportive 
Housing HUD-VASH dem-
onstration program. Barnett 
sponsored the amendment, 
which passed 15-0.

U.S. Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development Ju-
lian Castro announced Jan. 8 
during the Inter-Tribal Coun-
cil of the Five Civilized Tribes 
quarterly meeting, that HUD 
would provide new funding 
to assist Native American vet-
erans who are homeless or at 
risk for it.  

MCN is slated for $216,566 
through 20 vouchers to assist 
Mvskoke veterans. 

• NCA 16-032 Authorizing 
a $10,040 appropriation to 
sponsor the United National 
Indian Tribal Youth 2016 Na-
tional Unity Conference. Bar-
nett sponsored the amend-
ment, which passed 11-4 with 
Reps. Del Beaver, Darrell 
Proctor, Jennings and Jones 
voting against it. 

UNITY is the largest Native 
youth network in the country 
and has developed a positive 
reputation in empowering 
and serving these youth since 
being established in 1976. 

As a sponsor, the MCN seal 
will be displayed throughout 
material for the conference 
and organization. 

• NCA 16-034 Authorizing a 
budget modification in excess 
of 10 percent for the MCN De-
partment of Housing Home-
ownership Program fiscal year 
2016 budget. Barnett spon-
sored the amendment, which 
passed 15-0.

Housing will draw from 
four different line items in 
their budget for the Home-
ownership Program to cover 
costs for a facility to store 
Structurally Insulated Panels, 
mowing expenses for vacant 
lots and acquisition yards and 
two additional vehicles while 
trading in three old ones.  

• NCA 16-036 Appropriat-
ing $782,549 to the Mound 
Building Oversight Commit-
tee for the second phase of the 
Mound Building renovation. 
Rep. Lucian Tiger sponsored 
the amendment, which passed 
13-2 with Randolph and Jen-
nings voting against it. 

Renovations were started 
through a prior appropriation 
due leaks and mold issues at 
the Mound. This would cover 
the second part of the project. 

Jennings said during the 
meeting that he could not 
support it due to the state of 
MCN financials.  

• NCA 16-037 Authorizing a 
$2,000 donation to Muskogee 
High School Native Ameri-
can Students Advocacy. Deere 
sponsored the amendment, 

which passed 15-0.
The organization is ask-

ing for assistance to cover 
their senior powwow. The 
total budget for it is $5,185 
and the students have raised 
$1,078.01 and are planning 
to raise additional funds by 
hosting a basketball tourna-
ment. 

• NCA 16-038 Amending 
MCN Code Annotated Title 6, 
Chapter 3 titled, ‘Protection 
from Domestic and Family 
Violence Act’ and amending 
MCNCA Title 27 sub-sections 
1-102 and 2-111 and Appendix 
1, Rule 13 titled, ‘Selection of 
Jurors’ and amending MCNCA 
Title 14, Chapter 1 and 2. Bar-
nett sponsored the amend-
ment, which passed 15-0.

This approves the MCN 
laws to implement Violence 
Against Women Act provi-
sions at the Nation. 

VAWA, a federal law, was 
reauthorized in 2013 with 
language allowing individual 
tribes to prosecute non-Na-
tive on Native sexual violence 
occurring on their land.

• NCA 16-040 Authorizing 
an $89,195 supplemental ap-
propriation to the MCN Citi-
zenship Board Office FY 2016 
budget. Barnett sponsored the 
amendment, which was post-
poned indefinitely. 

Starting on page one, see 
more information under: 
‘Council’s HEW Committee 
passes legislation regarding 
Citizenship Office.’

• NCA 16-041 Authorizing a 
$3,030.45 appropriation to re-
pay the MCN Family Violence 
– Stop Violence Against Wom-
en Project. Barnett sponsored 
the amendment, which passed 
15-0.

There was a balance of this 
amount at the end of FY 2008 
and an attempt was made to 
use the funds in FY 2011 but 
the U.S. Department of Justice 
asked for them to be returned 
in 2015 leaving a negative bal-
ance with the MCN Treasury 
that needs to be covered. 

• NCA 16-042 Authorizing 
the expenditure of $23,900 for 
the purchase of five 30-yard 
solid waste containers and one 
20-yard solid wasted container 
for the MCN Environmental 
Services Department. Rep. Del 
Beaver sponsored the amend-
ment, which passed 15-0.

The request for solid waste 
water services from ceremo-
nial grounds and communi-
ties has grown to the point 
where the department would 
like to use their funds to 
purchase these containers to 
keep up with demand. They 
will bid on them through the 
State Contractors Buying Co-
operative to save money. 

• NCA 16-043 Authorizing 
the expenditure of $179,736 
for the purchase of one West-
ern Star 4700 roll-off chassis 
truck for the MCN Environ-
mental Services Department. 
Rep. Del Beaver sponsored the 
amendment, which passed 15-
0.

This truck is needed to con-
tinue the solid waste services 
mentioned in the previous 
legislation. The department 
plans to purchase this truck 

through the cooperative as 
well to save money. 

• NCA 16-044 Authorizing 
the Expenditure of $930,894 
U.S. Department of Trans-
portation, Federal Transit 
Administration 2016 Pub-
lic Transportation on Indian 
Reservations Grant funds for 
MCN TTP. Jack sponsored the 
amendment, which passed 15-
0.

MCN has received the 
funds and needs approval for 
TTP to expend them. 

• NCA 16-045 Authorizing a 
$93,847 appropriation to fund 
the costs associated with con-
structing a new gym floor for 
the Multi-Purpose Building. 
Tiger sponsored the amend-
ment, which did not receive 
a second motion for the full 
vote. 

The floor would allow 
MCN to host sanctioned 
athletic events and provide a 
more quality base surface for 
the building to make it more 
sanitary and easy to clean as 
well as enhance recreational 
activities.  

During the March 8 joint 
meeting of the Council 
Health, Education and Wel-
fare, and Land, Natural Re-
sources and Cultural Preser-
vation Committees, Jennings 
said he could not support 
funding for this project due to 
a budget deficit at MCNDH. 

The upcoming quarterly 
session is scheduled April 30. 

Typically, eligible entities 
who received appropriated 
funds and are not MCN tribal 
programs, departments or oth-
er subsidiaries, are required to 
submit receipts to the MCN 
Office of the Controller within 
30 days after said funds are ex-
pended or approved. 

Also, legislation that begins 
by reading, ‘authorizing’ of-
ten grants a waiver of MCN 
sovereignty to incorporate the 
services of or to perform some 
other business with an exter-
nal entity. 

The summary of each bill 
is attributed to the planning 
session or committee agen-
das available on: http://www.
mcnnc.com, and the MCN 
Code Annotated is used as ref-
erence material, an occasion-
ally updated version of which 
is available on the MCN Su-
preme Court website at: www.
creeksupremecourt.com. 

It is also based on MNN: 
staff interpretation, research 
and interviews possible: on our 
production schedule, through 
our resources and based on 
our experience and ability. 

According to the MCN Con-
stitution, every bill passed by 
the Council must be presented 
to the principal chief for ap-
proval before it becomes law. 

The principal chief has 10 
business days to sign it or 
return it as a veto with ob-
jections to the Council. The 
Council may override the veto 
by a two-thirds vote of the to-
tal representatives in favor of 
the action. If the chief neither 
signs it nor vetoes it, the bill 
becomes law after the 10-day 
period. 

The votes for each bill are 
crosschecked with the agenda 
posted on the Council site af-
ter each session. For questions 
or more information contact 
the Council office at: 918-758-
1410.

Council
Continued from page 7

Christopher Azbell
Muscogee (Creek) citizen

OKMULGEE, Okla. — 
Christopher Allen Azbell 
graduated from Tecumseh 
High School in 1996 and at-
tended Oklahoma State Uni-
versity in Stillwater where 
he received a bachelor of 
science in environmental 
science in 2001. 

After working for a year 
with the Oklahoma Conser-
vation Commission – Wa-
ter Quality Division, Azbell 
returned to OSU to pursue 
a post-graduate degree in 
political science with an em-
phasis in public administra-
tion and public policy. 

During his post-graduate 
studies, Azbell interned 
with the Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation District Court and 
shortly thereafter was hired 
as the administrator of spe-
cial projects. 

During this tenure with 
the court, Azbell wrote and 
was awarded several grants 
including the Tribal Courts 
Assistance Grant and the 
Tribal Child Support En-
forcement Grant. 

The latter grant initiated 
the tribal child support pro-
gram, which is still operates 
today. 

In addition, Azbell assist-
ed in programmatic endeav-
ors including the Mvskoke 
Bow Society, MCN Chal-
lenge Bowl, updating of the 
MCN Code Annotated and 
was a founding member of 
the MCN Emergency Man-
agement Team. 

In  2011, Azbell graduated 
from the Okmulgee Lead-
ership Program and was 
subsequently appointed to 

Bio for MCN Secretary of the 
Interior Christopher Azbell

the Okmulgee Chamber of 
Commerce Board of Direc-
tors.  

At this time, Azbell also 
served on the board for the 
Friends of Okmulgee State 
Park and served a one-year 
stint as president. 

Azbell quickly rose 
through the ranks of the 
Chamber Board where he 
served as vice chairman of 
the executive committee 
and served a two-year term 
as the chairman/president 
of the board. 

In April of 2013, Azbell 
was appointed to the Ok-
mulgee City Council where 
he fulfilled an unexpired 
term for Ward 2. 

In February 2014, Azbell 
was re-elected to the seat 
of Ward 2 for a three-year 
term. 

In his capacity on the City 
Council, Azbell was nomi-
nated to be vice-mayor for 
2014 and 2015. 

In addition, Azbell serves 
on the board of directors of 
Okmulgee Main Street and 
also sits on the executive 
committee as the city repre-
sentative. 

As you can see, Azbell has 
been very involved with the 
City of Okmulgee and has 
forged collaborative part-
nerships with the local com-
munity and MCN. 

In a time of limited re-
sources and tightening bud-
gets, collaboration is the 
most efficient way to move 
forward with strategic and 
comprehensive goals of the 
community. 

The City of Okmulgee not 
only serves as the seat of 
Okmulgee County but also 
as the capitol of MCN. 

In sum, Azbell has been 
an active member in the lo-
cal and tribal community. 
As a committed and selfless 
public servant, Azbell seeks 
what is best for the citizenry 
and believes in the spirit of 
volunteerism and collabora-
tion as a means to a positive 
end. 

In the words of President 
Harry S. Truman, “It is 
amazing what you can ac-
complish if you do not care 
who gets the credit.”

WILMA MURPHY
OFFICE MANAGER

918.732.7720
WMURPHY@MCN-NSN.GOV
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New AG talks 
goals, roles and 
accomplishments
Sterling Cosper
MNN Editor

OKMULGEE, Okla. — 
Kevin Dellinger was nomi-
nated as Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation attorney general by 
MCN Principal Chief James 
Floyd. He was confirmed 
through TR 16-009 by a 
15-0 vote during the Jan. 
30 MCN National Council 
quarterly session.

Dellinger said he started 
with the tribe as assistant 
AG in 1996. From there, he 
served as MCN secretary of 
the Nation from 2008-2012 
and then returned as assis-
tant AG in 2012 before be-
ing confirmed as MCN AG.

He said the duty of his of-
fice is to provide legal rep-
resentation for MCN as a 
whole. 

“That involves providing 
legal counsel to the chief ’s 
office, the executive branch, 
departments, agencies and 
even the Council…” Del-
linger said. They can request 
legal counsel from us as 
well.” 

Dellinger said this ulti-
mately involves following 
the law. 

“That means sometimes 
telling the Council we think 
they’re wrong,” he said. 
“That can mean telling the 
chief, ‘Hey we think you’re 
wrong’ as well. Really we are 
to protect the Nation and 
provide the best legal ser-
vice we can.” 

He explained how this 
is performed in instances 
where the two branches file 
legal actions on one another, 
such as last year when the 
Council Fact Finding Com-
mittee sought to question 
executive branch employees.   

“…We just recommended 
that they subpoena them as 
the Council has the power 
to subpoena employees and 
tribal officers under the law,” 
Dellinger said. 

Dellinger summarized the 
outcome of this motion. 

“They got what they need-
ed and that will, in the long 
run, help the Council turn 
around and create some bet-
ter laws,” he said. “We can 
always improve the law and 
I think the outcome is that 
they’re going to be able to 
improve our laws and those 
laws will be for the best for 
the Nation...”

Read more about the case 
here: http://tinyurl.com/
jhu7emx.

Dellinger said his office 

is able to perform its duties 
in these situations based on 
how they are structured. 

“We are an independent 
office of the Nation. We pro-
vide services to the chief. 
That’s provided for under 
the law, or required under 
the law, that when he has 
questions or needs any as-
sistance, we provide that,” 
he said. “Also, we do that for 
the Council as well.” 

Dellinger said this service 
applies within and outside 
of the tribe.  

“We are the office that 
represents the Nation in all 
capacities. That involves go-
ing to tribal court, federal 
court, state court and tribal 
court as well,” he said. “The 
biggest thing we are charged 
with doing is protecting the 
sovereignty of the Nation.”

He said this is sometimes 
done by handing cases to 
external agencies such as the 
prosecution of former MCN 
Second Chief Roger Bar-
nett, who was charged with 
embezzlement by the U.S. 
attorney for the Northern 
District of Oklahoma and 
plead guilty Oct. 9, 2014.

“I think the reason for that 
situation, the pretty simple 
reason was, we felt that was 
the best way to prosecute 
the case,” Dellinger said. 
“Taking a look at it, we de-
termined that instead of go-
ing through the tribal court 
route, that going through 
the federal court would be 
the best way again, to pro-
tect the Nation and its as-
sets.”

Read more about this case 
here: http://tinyurl.com/
h7tfuvc.

He said his office repre-
sents the Nation in a variety 
of ways. 

"Writing legislation, re-
viewing contracts, issues 
with children and family 
services, adoptions, termi-
nations, we do just about ev-
erything,” Dellinger said. 

Dellinger said this variety 
adds enjoyment to his job. 

“I always told people, 
working for a tribe is one 
of the greatest things that 
an attorney can do because 
we have to be aware of tribal 
law, state law, federal law, 
local law, common law, tra-
ditional law, so you really 
get to do a little bit of every-
thing,” he said. 

Dellinger expressed his 
excitement for one new duty 
in particular as his office 
was tasked through TR 16-
026 and 027 to update the 
‘MCN Code Annotated.’

“In the past, that has been 
the responsibility of a three-
member committee and 
that committee was made 
up of the chief, the speaker 
and the judge of the district 
court,” he said. “Those are 
three pretty busy people and 
people who are hard to get 
together.” 

Dellinger outlined his 
greatest goal as AG. 

“I hope the biggest thing 
and one of the biggest im-
pacts I can make in the of-
fice directly is customer ser-
vice,” he said. “I think that 
is something we can always 
work at and always improve. 
I think we should always 
treat others the way we want 
to be treated.”

Haumpy shares 
background, plans
Sterling Cosper
MNN Editor

OKMULGEE, Okla. — 
Judy Haumpy was nominated 
as Muscogee (Creek) Nation 
tribal administrator by MCN 
Principal Chief James Floyd. 

Haumpy was confirmed 
through TR 16-007 by a 11-4 
vote during the Jan. 30 MCN 
National Council quarterly 
session. 

“…You realize that the peo-
ple that didn’t vote for you 
represent constituents and 
from what I understand, their 
constituency didn’t approve 
of that so I have to acknowl-
edge that,” she said. “I take 
the position that, if they don’t 
have faith in me, that makes 
me work that much harder to 
prove myself.” 

She said this process inter-
nally is a matter of adjust-
ment.

“In the first month, it is get-
ting acclimated to the people 
and you know, personalities 
differ but we pretty much all 
have the same primary cause 
and it’s to work for the peo-

ple,” Haumpy said. 
Haumpy explained how she 

has done this while moving 
up in the tribe, applying what 
she learned from her first po-
sition as food nutrition spe-
cialist starting in 1982. 

“…At that time I was with 
them, we were out in the 
snow, we were out in the rain, 
sleet, hot sun and I thought it 
was very embarrassing to be 
behind the truck handing out 
to our people and I thought, 
‘This could be my aunt, my 
grandmother. This could be 
my relatives’ and I was very 
embarrassed by that,” she 
said. 

Later on, Haumpy said she 
got approval while working 
under former MCN Principal 
Chief Perry Beaver, to apply 
for a grant from the Indian 
Health Service, which was 
matched by the Council to 
build the MCN Food Distri-
bution Center in Okmulgee.  

“It was a great stride to 
know that people could drive 
up now and drive up under 
the awning and be protected 
from the elements,” she said. 

Haumpy said she plans to 
work on streamlining tribal 
services through her new po-
sition. 

“Make them accessible by 
perhaps using our Internet,” 
she said. “By posting more 

things on the Internet so they 
know what’s available.” 

Haumpy outlined some of 
her other duties.

“It entails small things like 
overseeing a budget, helping 
someone correct a budget in 
addition to trying to find, our 
tribe is growing so large that 
we are running out of room,” 
she said. 

She said this is a challenge 
as the tribe continues to grow.

“So as a result of that, we’re 
looking at trying to find of-
fices for our staff because 
we’re pretty much sitting on 
each other and we need more 
buildings,” Haumpy said. 

Haumpy said organizing to 
accommodate expansion also 
factors in. 

“That was something that 
was mentioned this morning 
when we were talking, was 
trying to organize our cam-
pus so that we would have 
construction all in one area,” 
she said. 

She expressed optimism to-
wards being able to address 
these issues.  

“I feel like we’re going to 
make good strides in this ad-
ministration,” Haumpy said. 
“I feel like there’s always room 
for improvement and that 
means we’re constantly look-
ing at ways for our Nation to 
grow.”

Haumpy 
confirmed as tribal 
administrator

Veterans services director confirmed for third term

Davis reflects, discusses 
developments, praises 
staff and clients
Sterling Cosper
MNN Editor

OKMULGEE, Okla. — 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation 
Veterans Affairs Service Of-
fice Director Ken Davis was 
confirmed in his position for 
a third time through TR 16-
006. MCN Principal Chief 
James Floyd nominated Davis 
who was approved 15-0 dur-
ing the Jan. 30 MCN National 
Council quarterly session.  

Davis has led MCN VASO 
from the beginning. 

“This office actually opened 
September 2004 under the 
leadership of Principal Chief 
A.D. Ellis and of course the 
National Council,” he said. 
“So the first day on the job 
was September 2004 and 
we’ve been going strong and 
it’s been absolutely phenom-
enal.”

He shared their purpose. 
“The main goal, the main 

thrust here is to secure 
earned benefits and services 
for our Mvskoke veterans,” 
Davis said. “We absolutely 
help them out in their claim 
for service connected, non-
service connected benefits. 
Help them get into the medi-
cal system of the veterans ad-
ministration and just trying 
to do everything we can for 
our veterans.”

Davis is a major of the 
U.S. Marine Corps Reserves 
where he served seven years, 
according to his biography 
submitted to the ‘Muscogee 
Nation News.’ 

He also served four years 
active duty in the U.S. Marine 
Corps and fought in the Ku-
wait War in 1991. 

He is of the Kecopatakv 
Tribal Town and Raccoon 

Clan. 
Davis recognized a fellow 

veteran as a valued VASO 
consultant.

“Joe Taylor is a decorated 
combat veteran from the 
Vietnam War in the U.S. Ma-
rines, 3rd Marine Division,” 
he said. “Unbelievably valued 
counselor, advisor, a highly 
intelligent individual and he’s 
non-bureaucratic and not po-
litically correct I might add 
and that adds a lot to every-
thing.”

Taylor recently assisted in a 
meeting to iron out details of 
a $216,566 U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment grant to help MCN 
house homeless Mvskoke vet-
erans. 

“Again, there’s 20 vouchers 
only for Mvskoke veterans,” 
Davis said “So what we do is, 
we go and assist these veter-
ans that are homeless or are 
about to be on the verge of 
homelessness.”

Davis said VASO has eight 
veterans lined up.  

“The U.S. government 
awarded this grant but the 
money is still making its way 
down here,” he said. 

He also recognized former 
VASO staff.  

“Of course we all remem-
ber Mrs. Fannie Barnett,” Da-
vis said. “Unfortunately, we 
lost her July 20, 2010 and we 
think about her every single 
day. Mrs. Barnett, you are ab-
solutely missed.”

Davis showed appreciation 
for current VASO employees. 

“I work with two fine peo-
ple, Miss Chelsie Dickerson 
who is our operations of-
ficer,” he said. “She’s young, 
learning quite fast actually. 
Then I work with Mr. Shawn 
Taryole.”

Davis said Taryole has 
worked with him for eight 
years. 

“I think the world of Shawn. 
I trust him. The veterans trust 
him and he operates from the 
standpoint of ‘it’s all about 
you, never about me,’ ” he 
said. 

He acknowledged the role 
of current and former MCN 
leadership at VASO.

“There is a strong relation-
ship between our tribal ad-
ministration, our Council 
and its veterans,” Davis said.

Davis pointed out how 
VASO is a leader.

“I would really use our tribe 
as a nationwide example,” he 
said. “This is a tribal veterans 
entity. What can be done?”

He commented on the pas-
sage of free press legislation at 
MCN last year. 

“We watched that episode 
very intently on that one be-
cause it is a free press,” Davis 
said. “We view it as this, the 
day our press is muzzled is 
the day we’re no longer free. A 
muzzled press is nothing but 
a slave so no, that will not be 
tolerated.”

Davis believes children are 
also a priority and shared 
a recent experience where 
he went along to read at the 
MCN daycare in Sapulpa for 
Dr. Seuss Day.  

“Actually, we called veterans 
and they’re planning to rotate 
and we plan to hit every sin-
gle one of our daycares once 
a month,” he said. “Being 
around these two, three, four-
year-old children, our babies, 
that’s what it’s all about. That’s 
exactly why we did what we 
had to do and wanted to do.” 

He shared an appreciation 
for his job as a whole. 

“Working with this staff, 
still to this day I still get but-
terflies coming into work,” 
Davis said. “Because, one, I 
know what I get to do, I get 
to work with our men and 
women here.”

Dellinger 
confirmed as 
attorney general

 Native News Today
Kevin Dellinger was confirmed 
by a 15-0 vote during the Jan. 30 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation National 
Council quarterly session.
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Mvskoke Language Preservation Program

EM MONKV— Nature

KVNHVLWE - Hill
ETO - Tree
HVSE - Sun
ETO OFV - Forest
AKHVSSE RAKKO - Lake
CVTO - Rock
PVHE - Grass

TOTKV - Fire
KOLASWV - Star
OKTAHV - Sand
PVKPVKUCE - Flower
HVRESSE - Moon
KVNHVLWE RVKKO - Mountain
OWV - Water

JOSEPHINE GOMEZ

DALLAS — Josephine 
Birdcreek Gomez was born 
April 20, 1937 in Weleetka, 
Okla., and passed away Dec. 
10, 2015 in Dallas.

She was preceded in death 
by her: parents, Roman and 
Susie West Birdcreek; sister, 
Marie Birdcreek Thompson 
and her extended family and 
grandson, John Michael Svi-
tak. 

She is survived by her: hus-
band of 57 years, Rudolph 
Gomez Sr. of Dallas; son, Ru-
dolph Gomez Jr. and spouse, 
Darla Gomez of Allen; daugh-
ter, Carmen Gomez Svitak 
and spouse, Michael Svitak of 
Dewey, Okla., and grandson 
Matthew T. Gomez of Dallas.

She leaves behind her: sis-
ter, Amanda Birdcreek Soap 
of Farmers Branch; brother, 
Carven Birdcreek of Whit-
eriver, Ariz.; grandchildren, 
Audrey Svitak Royal and hus-
band, Russell, Jessie A. Svitak 
and wife, Ofelia; great-grand-
children Liberty Svitak, Iceo 
Svitak, Jurnie Svitak, Hazel 
Svitak, Kaira Coleman, Kay-
len Coleman, Kaden Cole-
man and Kamden Svitak a 
number of cousins, nieces 
and nephews as well as many 
family, extended family and 
friends.

Family received friends 
Dec. 14, 2015 at Dallas Indian 
United Methodist Church.

Service was held Dec. 15, 
2015 at Restland Funeral 
Home.

Funeral arrangements were 
entrusted to Restland Funeral 
Home and Memorial Park, 
13005 Greenville Avenue, 
Dallas, TX 75243.

Day of Prayer event 
set April 2

OKMULGEE, Okla. — A 
National Day of Prayer event 
is set April 2 from 10 a.m. - 1 
p.m. at the Mvskoke Dome in 
Okmulgee. 

All Muscogee (Creek) citi-
zens are invited. 

For more information call: 
918-282-9381. 

Former MCN 
royalty sought

OKMULGEE, Okla. — 
The Muscogee (Creek) Na-
tion Scholarship Pageant 
Committee is seeking former 
MCN royalty to take part 
in this year's Honoring Past 
Princesses event. Those in-
terested may contact Terrie 
Anderson at: 918-732-7699, 
tanderson@mcn-nsn.gov or 
Terra Beaver at: 918-758-9769, 
tbeaver@mcn-nsn.gov.  

Powwow set for 
April 2

MUSKOGEE, Okla. — The 
11th annual Azalea Pow-
wow is set April 2 and will be 
hosted by Fife Indian United 
Methodist Church at the Civ-
ic Center Arena in Muskogee. 

The event will begin with a 
gourd dance at 2 p.m., dinner 
is at 5 p.m. and grand entry is 
at 7 p.m.

Admission is $3 and free 
for children six and under. 

For information including 
more events and vendor de-
tails call: 918-816-1498.  

Wild onion dinner 
set April 9

OKMULGEE, Okla. — Lit-
tle Cussetah United Method-
ist Church has set an all-you-
can-eat wild onion dinner for 
April 9  from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Dinners are $10 for adults 
and carry out and $5 for chil-
dren 12 and under.

For more information call 
Karen King at: 918-652-5356. 

UPDATE
Mvskoke language 
camp set June 13-17

MCN MLPP/Media Release

HULBERT, Okla. — 
The Mvskoke Language 
Preservation Program is 
coordinating a Mvskoke 
language immersion camp 
June 13-17 at Sequoyah 
State Park in Hulbert. Ap-
plicants must be enrolled 
Muscogee (Creek) and 
entering the seventh-12th 
grades. For applications, 
which are due March 31, 
email: jmontiel@mcn-nsn.
gov. 

MLPP can be reached 
at: 918-732-7724. 

Widows support 
group camp set 
April 15-16

ECHO/Media Release

OKMULGEE, Okla. — 
The ECHO widows sup-
port group has set the 
Camp ECHO 2016 event 
for April 15-16 at The 
Rowe Family Center, 8th 
and Seminole in Okmul-
gee across from the jail. 

The event will feature 
four workshops for: basket 
making, jewelry, quilting 
and a one-on-one session 
on widowhood. 

All Native widows are 
invited for free and non-
Widows are as well and 
will be charged $25 for 
admission a T-shirt and 
lunch. 

To register, call Nancy 
Deere at: 918-756-4272. 

Gospel singing set 
May 6

OKMULGEE, Okla. — A 
gospel singing has been set 7 
p.m., May 6 for Rufus Gould's 
birthday at Crosstown Pen-
tencostal Church. 1206 W. 
5th street in Okmulgee. 

All are welcome to the 
event, which will also fea-
ture cake and coffee as well as 
concessions, the funds from 
which will go towards send-
ing the youth to camp. 

Chilocco reunion 
set May 26-29

NEWKIRK, Okla. — A re-
union for the Chilocco class 
of 1966 is set May 26-29 at 
the First Council Casino in 
Newkirk and the Chilocco 
campus. 

To register call Emma Jean 
Falling at: 918-266-1626. For 
more information call Clar-
ence Johnson at: 918-752-
9512. 

TCIC Spring Fling 
set April 2

TULSA, Okla. — The Tul-
sa Creek Indian Community, 
8611 S. Union Ave, Tulsa, OK 
74132, has set a Spring Fling 
event April 2 from 8 a.m. - 3 
p.m. 

For more information call: 
918-298-2464. 

Revival set for April 
1-3

OKEMAH, Okla. — A re-
vival led by evangelist Ed-
ward Bear is set April 1-3 at 
Montesoma Baptist Church, 
96119 N. 3790 Rd., Okemah, 
OK 74859. 

Services start at: 7 p.m., 
April 1-2 and 11 a.m., April 3. 

For more information call: 
918-623-9126. 

Spring Market set 
for May 6

OKMULGEE, Okla. — 
The Mvskoke Loan Fund has 
set a Spring Market for May 
6 from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. at the 
Claude Cox Omniplex out-
door pavilion in Okmulgee. 

It will include Native 
American vendors, the Ok-
mulgee County Farmer's 
Market and Jo Jo's BBQ. 

To request transit offered 
for employees and Okmulgee 
elderly housing call Kogee 
Spanaird at: 918-732-7908.  

Editor

MNN Deadlines

April 15 — April 7

May 1 — April 22

May 15 —May 6

Elders' reunion 
dinner set April 16

WETUMKA, Okla. — A 
Thlopthlocco Creek Tribal 
Town elder's reunion dinner 
is set 4:30 p.m., April 16 at 
the AQ community building, 
Hwy 27 northwest of We-
tumka. 

For more information call: 
405-220-5887.
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April and spring brings election things
Highland Park
Non-citizen submission

OKMULGEE, Okla. — It 
is a fact that older citizens are 
the most likely to consistently 
cast their votes, which lends 
them some political clout. 

“Seniors have a vested in-
terest in protecting valuable 
benefits received from the 
government. The age based 
Social Security and Medicare 
programs create somewhat 
of an identity to seniors and 
a basis for mobilization.” —
Andrea Louise Campbell, 
MIT. 

“The voter registration pro-
cess may be another reason 
that seniors vote in greater 
numbers. Seniors tend to be 
more stable in where they 
live, younger voters are more 
mobile.” —Leonard Stein-
horn, American University

Younger adults have more 
things to accomplish and 
may overlook registering. 

Retirees have more time 
to participate in politics 
whereas, working age voters 
have time and job constraints 
when getting to the polls. 

Retirees may also have 
more disposable income for 
campaign contributions. 
Years of experience to devel-
op communication skills al-
low them more confidence in 
contacting politicians. 

The Silent Generation se-
niors were socialized in an 
era when voting was viewed 
as a privilege. They have also 
experienced or served in 
several wars that impressed 
upon them the importance of 
foreign relations and military 
strength. Anyone remember 
the bomb drills at school un-
der the desks? 

Older Americans are more 
traditional and identify 
strongly with a political par-
ty, often upon familial lines. 
They tend to be more conser-
vative, especially on social is-
sues. 

In the 2014 elections, Re-
publicans faired best among 
older voters. Men seemed to 
vote Republican more than 
women. Women were more 
equally divided between 
parties. Republicans gained 
among white evangelical 
Christians. The number of 
independents is growing in 
this group (PEW Research). 

Regardless of how you vote, 
who you vote for, or your age 
demographic, let us consider 
what a privilege this is and 
how many have fought to 
gain us this right. A personal 
note, even if some candidates 
appear to have forgotten what 
the word integrity means, 
let us proceed with our civic 
duty. 
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Picking Wild Onions
by: Jamie Rolland

Spread and photos by: Chelsie Rich

It all started when I was a little 
girl. The best memory I have was 
when I was about five-years-old. I 
remember my mom, brother Bubba, 
aunt Margaret, my two cousins 
Juanita and Stephanie and my dad. 
We would load up, go to Mohawk 
Park and spend the day picking 
onions. 

After we found enough, we went 
to my aunt's to clean the onions, 
cut them up and have dinner that 
evening. That's when it all started 
for me. Picking onions. I never 
picked them when I was younger, 
due the fact that I didn't want to get 
dirty. 

One afternoon when I was about 
eight, maybe nine-years-old, I 
remember sitting around the house 
with my mom. We weren't doing 
anything, just sitting around. 

She asked if I wanted to go pick 
onions. I asked her, “where?” 
I remember her going into the 
kitchen and grabbing two knives. 
We got into the car and drove out 
to Heyburn Lake right outside my 
hometown, Kellyville. We didn't 
say much going out there, just rode 
with the windows rolled down and 
the smell of fresh air and the bacon 
sandwiches she had prepared for 
us to snack on. 

 We spent that whole afternoon 
picking onions and talking. It was 
at that moment, I realized how 
relaxing and nice it was just to sit 
and talk to my mom. To hear her 
stories of when she grew up, how 
she picked and cleaned onions with 
her family. I never liked cleaning 
onions but I sure loved picking 
them. 

That was always the easy part 
to me. Cutting into the grass and 
going through the dirt to get to that 
fresh onion. When I first started 
picking, I used to get the garlic and 
onions mixed up. My mom had to 
tell me how to get the right kind. 

She always told me that if an 
onion has a big head, it is going to 
be tough and takes a little longer 
to cook. When we finished picking 
onions, she always soaked them 
for a few hours so they would be a 
little easier to clean. 

Picking onions to me is just a 
relaxing thing to do. Thinking about 
life, older ones that have gone on, 
it really gives you time to be alone 
with your thoughts. Although I 
like my alone time, I miss picking 
onions with my momma and just 
listening to her talk and tell me her 
stories. 


